
Country Reports on COVID-19

Azerbaijan

Bahrain

China

Iran

Thailand

Timor-Leste

Turkey



































































China’s Actions in fighting Covid-19 

 

The Covid-19 global pandemic, a serious crisis and a daunting challenge 

for the entire world, is the most extensive to afflict humanity in a century. 

Facing this unknown, unexpected, and devastating disease, the 

Communist Party of China (CPC) and the Chinese government have 

addressed the epidemic as a top priority, and taken swift action. General 

Secretary Xi Jinping has taken personal command, planned the response, 

overseen the general situation and acted decisively, pointing the way 

forward in the fight against the epidemic. This has bolstered the Chinese 

people’s confidence and rallied their strength. Under the leadership of the 

CPC, the whole nation has followed the general principle of “remaining 

confident, coming together in solidarity, adopting a science-based 

approach, and taking targeted measures”, and waged an all-out people’

s war on the virus. Putting people’s lives and health first, the Chinese 

government has acted swiftly to fight the virus and provide medical 

treatment for patients. It has adopted the most thorough, rigorous and 

comprehensive prevention and control measures, enforced quarantine 

and isolation on a scale never seen before, and mobilized medical 

resources across the country. It has ensured that all those in need have 

been tested, quarantined, hospitalized or treated. In order to break the 

chains of transmission through early intervention, the strictest closure 



and traffic restrictions were enforced on all outbound routes from Wuhan 

and Hubei. International passenger flights, and ferries and long-distance 

passenger transport services in many parts of the province were 

suspended, as were road and waterway passenger services bound for 

Wuhan from other places of the country. Airports and railway stations 

were closed and intra-city public transport halted in Wuhan and many 

other parts of Hubei. Other parts of China adopted a targeted, tiered, and 

region-specific approach. They exercised a dynamic control over urban 

and rural road transport services and strengthened health and quarantine 

measures for domestic routes. Rigorous measures were taken to prevent 

public gatherings and cross-infection. The Chinese New Year holiday 

was extended, public gatherings were canceled or postponed, and the 

spring semester was postponed in schools. Cinemas, theaters, internet 

cafés, and gyms were all closed. Strict procedures had to be followed in 

essential public facilities, including bus stations, airports, ports, farmers 

markets, shopping malls, supermarkets, restaurants and hotels, and in 

enclosed transport vehicles such as buses, trains and planes. All persons 

were required to wear masks and undergo temperature monitoring when 

accessing these venues or vehicles. In addition, all such facilities had to 

be disinfected, meet certain hygiene standards, ensure good ventilation, 

monitor visitors’ temperature, and control the number of passengers or 

visitors at a given period of time. Government services were provided 



online and through prior reservation, non-physical-contact delivery or 

services were extended, people were encouraged to stay at home and 

work from home, and businesses were encouraged to telecommute – all 

these measures effectively reduced population flows and public 

gatherings. Clear signs urging people to maintain at least one meter of 

distance and avoid close contact could be seen in all public places. Strict 

health and quarantine measures were enforced at points of entry and exit 

across China to prevent inbound and outbound spread of the virus. The 

strictest-ever measures were applied at border control to suspend 

non-urgent and nonessential outbound travel by Chinese citizens.  

 

1.4 billion Chinese people have exhibited enormous tenacity and 

solidarity in erecting a defensive rampart that demonstrates their power 

in the face of such natural disasters. The fight against the COVID-19 

represents the largest medical assistance operation since the founding of 

the PRC. China mobilized all its medical resources to support the efforts 

in Wuhan and other locations in Hubei. From January 24 to March 8, it 

rallied 346 national medical teams, consisting of 42,600 medical workers 

and more than 900 public health professionals to the immediate aid of 

Hubei and the city of Wuhan. Nineteen provinces and equivalent 

administrative units assisted 16 other cities in Hubei in the form of paired 



assistance. While burdened with the heavy responsibility of coronavirus 

prevention and control and treatment of patients in their home cities, they 

still pooled together quality medical resources to assist Hubei and Wuhan. 

The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) dispatched over 4,000 medical 

personnel to Hubei to work in epidemic control. They took on medical 

work in three designated medical institutions, including Huoshenshan 

Hospital in Wuhan. The PLA Air Force dispatched aircraft to transport 

emergency medical supplies. Medical teams were formed within two 

hours of receiving the order, and they arrived at their destinations within 

24 hours, carrying a seven-day stock of protective materials. On arrival, 

they started to treat patients right away. It mobilized 40,000 construction 

workers and several thousand sets of machinery and equipment to build 

two hospitals. The construction of the 1,000-bed Huoshenshan Hospital 

was completed in just 10 days, and that of the 1,600-bed Leishenshan 

Hospital in just 12 days. In 10 short days, 16 temporary treatment centers 

providing over 14,000 beds were built.  

 

Through painstaking efforts and tremendous sacrifice, and having paid a 

heavy price, China has succeeded in turning the situation around. In little 

more than a single month, the rising spread of the virus was contained; in 

around two months, the daily increase in domestic coronavirus cases had 

fallen to single digits; and in approximately three months, a decisive 



victory was secured in the battle to defend Hubei Province and its capital 

city of Wuhan. With these strategic achievements, China has protected its 

people’s lives, safety and health, and made a significant contribution to 

safeguarding regional and global public health. As of 24:00 of May 31, 

2020, a cumulative total of 83,017 confirmed cases had been reported on 

the Chinese mainland, 78,307 infected had been cured and discharged 

from hospital, and 4,634 people had died. This demonstrates a cure rate 

of 94.3 percent and a fatality rate of 5.6 percent. 

 

Covid-19 has hit over 210 countries and regions, affected more than 

seven billion people around the world and claimed over 400,000 precious 

lives. In the face of this grim reality and numbers, there is no more 

important issue than saving lives, or more urgent task than international 

solidarity and cooperation. Governments should rise above differences 

and frictions, focus on enhancing international cooperation and focus on 

saving lives, in order to provide the leadership needed to win the fight 

against Covid-19. As countries battle the disease in light of their own 

situations, China calls for mutual understanding and respect for these 

efforts, and sharing and learning from each other’s experience. Fighting 

Covid-19 is like putting out fire. Every minute counts when life is at stake. 

The global community should never be distracted in its collaborative 

response by finger-pointing or the blame game, still less should we allow 



new tensions and divisions to be created as a result of politicization or 

stigmatization. 

 

Having forged the idea that the world is a global community of shared 

future, and believing that it must act as a responsible member, China has 

fought shoulder to shoulder with the rest of the world. In an open, 

transparent, and responsible manner and in accordance with the law, 

China gave timely notification to the international community of the 

onset of a new coronavirus, and shared without reserve its experience in 

containing the spread of the virus and treating the infected. President Xi 

has personally promoted international cooperation.In phone calls or 

meetings with nearly 50 foreign leaders and heads of international 

organizations, President Xi explained China’s tactics and achievements 

in fighting the virus, and emphasized China’s open, transparent and 

responsible approach towards releasing information and sharing its 

experience in virus control and the treatment of infected cases. He 

expressed empathy for the difficulties faced by other countries, saying 

that China would do all it can to help them. He called on all parties to 

build a global community of shared future, strengthen bilateral and 

multilateral cooperation, and support international organizations in order 

to work together to meet the challenge. President Xi delivered a speech at 

the G20 Extraordinary Leaders’ Summit on Covid-19 on China’s 



experience. In a call on the international community to rise to the 

challenge and act swiftly, he put forward a series of cooperation 

initiatives and four key proposals –launch an all-out global war against 

Covid-19, establish a collective response for control and treatment at the 

international level, support international organizations in playing their 

roles, and strengthen coordination of international macroeconomic 

policies. On May 18, President Xi addressed the opening of the 73rd 

World Health Assembly, calling for a joint effort on the part of all 

countries to overcome the virus and build a global community of health 

for all. Six proposals were put forward: to do everything we can for 

Covid-19 control and treatment, to support the WHO in leading the global 

response, to provide greater support for Africa, to strengthen global 

governance in public health, to restore economic and social development, 

and to strengthen international cooperation. He also announced a series of 

major measures that China would take in supporting the global fight, 

including US$2 billion of international aid over two years, the 

establishment of a global humanitarian response depot and hub in China 

in cooperation with the United Nations, the establishment of a 

cooperation mechanism for Chinese hospitals to pair up with 30 African 

hospitals, the Covid-19 vaccine to be used as a global public product once 

it is developed and deployed in China, and the implementation of the 

Debt Service Suspension Initiative for the poorest countries together with 



other G20 members. China has actively participated in and acted upon the 

Debt Service Suspension Initiative of the G20. It has so far announced the 

suspension of debt repayments from 77 developing countries.  

 

China has great empathy with victims all over the world, and has done all 

it can to provide humanitarian aid in support of the international 

community’s endeavors to stem the pandemic. As of May 31, China had 

sent 29 medical expert teams to 27 countries, and offered assistance to 

150 countries and 4 international organizations. It has instructed its 

medical teams stationed in 56 countries to support the local fight, and 

provide counseling and health information to local people and overseas 

Chinese. They have so far organized over 400 online and offline training 

sessions in this regard. Local governments, enterprises, non-governmental 

organizations and individuals in China have donated materials to more 

than 150 countries and regions, and international organizations through 

various channels. The Chinese government has always had at heart the 

lives and health of foreigners in China, and it has provided 

undifferentiated and timely treatment to those infected with the disease. 

Even while under the tremendous pressure of coronavirus control, China 

has moved quickly to provide as much assistance to the international 

community as it can. It has provided two batches of cash support totaling 

US$50 million to the WHO, assisted the organization in purchasing 



personal protective equipment and establishing reserve centers of supplies 

in China, and helped its Covid-19 Solidarity Response Fund to raise 

funds in China. It has also participated in the WHO’s “Access to 

Covid-19 Tools (act) Accelerator” initiative, aiming to speed up the 

development, production and equitable distribution of new tools. 

 

The virus is currently wreaking havoc throughout the world. China 

grieves for those who have been killed and those who have sacrificed 

their lives in the fight, extends the greatest respect to those who are 

struggling to save lives, and offers true moral support to those who are 

infected and receiving treatment. China firmly believes that as long as all 

countries unite and cooperate to mount a collective response, the 

international community will succeed in overcoming the pandemic, and 

will emerge from this dark moment in human history into a brighter 

future. 
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The Report on the Measures Taken by the Islamic Republic of Iran 

 Against Corona 

 

From the very beginning of the Corona outbreak, and according to the announcement by the World 

Health Organization (WHO) on the high rate of people’s infection with the dangerous virus and the 

organization’s recommendation to countries to take strict measures in order to prevent the spread 

of the disease, “the National Headquarters to Fight the Coronavirus”, comprising of members of all 

relevant bodies for policy-making, monitoring and reviewing developments and making purposeful 

decisions, was established on February 25, 2020. Subsequently, provincial headquarters for 

combating and managing the corona disease were established in all provinces and the enactments 

of the National Headquarters to Fight the Coronavirus were executable for all bodies and 

institutions.  

The duties of the headquarters are as follows: 

(1) Performing the duties in accordance with instructions, monitoring and reviewing developments, 

and performing expert work and purposeful decision-making for affirmative and negative measures 

to combat corona 

(2) Creating coordination, empathy, and synergy among all bodies and organizations related to the 

fight against corona and monitoring their performance 

(3) Presenting up-to-date and timely statistics on the number of sufferers, recovered patients, and 

deaths 

 (4) Disseminating accurate information and news to inform the public about the prevention of 

disease and the observance of all health protocols, and coordination and positive interaction of the 

people with the institutions for the implementation of the enactments of the National Headquarters 

to Fight the Coronavirus 
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(5) Immediate adjustment of regulations and mechanisms, determination of the limits of powers 

and specified executive guarantee, and promulgation of them 

Due to the specific conditions of US non-humanitarian and illegal economic sanctions against the 

Iranian people and in order to respond to their negative consequences on Iranians’ economic 

activities and public health, the policymaking of the Islamic Republic of Iran to manage the 

epidemic and control the Coronavirus cycle was based on creating a balance between health and 

the economy. In this regard, the closure of high-risk centers, the gradual reopening of various 

economic sectors, social distancing, and the observance of health protocols were carried out. 

 Instead of complete quarantine and full closure of social and economic activities, citizens were 

asked to observe social distancing and to avoid actions leading to the spread of the disease. Then, 

after the initial control of the Coronavirus cycle, smart social distancing was implemented. 

 Based on an epidemiological study, provinces of the country and all regions were divided into 

two regions, i.e. white and red. Accordingly, regulations on traffic between these regions and 

regions within the provinces were implemented. 

 All trips were canceled, and screening stations were set up at the country and cities’ entrance 

points, including airports and border checkpoints on land and at sea, as a precautionary measure. 

 All Iranian nationals entering the country from countries infected with the virus were 

quarantined and all tests and measures necessary for quarantine and treatment were taken. 

 Informing the citizens to stay at home was carried out in the early stages of the spread of the 

disease in the country, especially in cities affected by the disease. 

 Educational centers, schools and gathering places were closed, and calendar occasions and 

related gatherings were banned. 

 The teleworking policy of the public and private sectors was implemented, and the employees 

were present at work, if necessary and with the least number, in working shifts. 

 Initially, citizens were advised to use masks in public places. Afterwards, the use of masks in 

public places was declared mandatory. 

 The production of masks and disinfectants and access to them increased in the country and they 

were exported abroad. 

 In order to support families and businesses, the grace period of people's loans from banks was 

extended for two months from the time of the epidemic. 

 The health sector and the Unemployment Insurance Fund were supported by the National 

Development Fund. Some three million heads of households were given grants while four million 

were given loans.  
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 Low-interest facilities have been granted to official and unofficial businesses affected by the 

Corona crisis, and the process continues. 

 Coronavirus diagnostic kits were imported to Iran at the beginning of the outbreak. Later, with 

efforts made by Iranian experts, Iran-made kits were exported to many countries. 

 Quarantine centers in different parts of the country were equipped with Coronavirus-related 

equipment. 

 The army and other military forces built hospitals for Corona patients and provided the health sector 

with the hospitals. Moreover, temporary convalescence centers were built in major routes for 

travelers returning from their trips and for the identification of patients. 

 The disinfection of all public places and main centers and streets was carried out by municipalities 

in cooperation with other sectors. 

 Businesses are reopening step by step, based on their risk and the conditions of each city, and 

their activities are carried out according to health protocols. However, some high-risk businesses 

are still not allowed to reopen. 

The harsh conditions caused by cruel sanctions, continued pressures and the lack of full access to 

some health and pharmaceutical items have caused management and combating various aspects of 

this dangerous disease to be a serious challenge for Iran, and despite all efforts, the possibility of 

the spread of the dangerous epidemic still exists. 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 
 

 

Actions and measures taken by the National Assembly of Thailand  
during the COVID-19 pandemic 

 
 

As of June 15, 2020 
 

1. COVID-19 measures taken during the legislative recess 
 

On March 26, 2020, while the National Assembly of Thailand was under 
prorogation, a national state of emergency has been declared by the Government in order to 
control the spread of COVID-19, requiring the National Assembly to adjust its work process of 
the operation as well as modify its procedures in response to the public health concern at 
that time.  

 

To begin with, all meetings of parliamentary committees in both chambers, the 
House of Representatives and the Senate, were allowed to be held on the basis of necessity 
and encouraged to limit the number of participants down to a minimum, except for the ad-hoc 
committees that are tasked to work within a fixed time frame.  

 

Before the end of the recess of the legislative branch, several standing committees 
of both Houses switched to virtual meetings using remote platforms such as Cisco Webex 
Meeting, Zoom Cloud Meeting and LINE application. Meanwhile, over 50 percent of 
parliamentary staff had been allowed to work from home during March 25 to May 15, 2020, 
depending on the nature of their jobs, using remote working tools as well as virtual meetings.  

 

At the beginning of the coronavirus global outbreak, the President of the National 
Assembly has announced that all types of overseas trips by Members of Parliament and 
parliamentary staff be banned, including working visits, study visits, international conferences 
and other non-essential travels. Parliamentary officers who returned from the listed countries 
at risk were also ordered to be self-quarantined for 14 days, though without any symptoms.   

 

2. COVID-19 measures taken during a legislative session 
 

As the new ordinary legislative session has begun since May 22, 2020, necessary 
precautionary measures have been introduced in the context of COVID-19 such as social 
distancing, limiting numbers of MPs’ support staff, and new seating arrangement for MPs. For 
example, in the plenary chambers as well as parliamentary committees meeting rooms, each 
person must keep 1-2 meter distance to observe social distancing requirement. Session must 
finish prior to 8.00 pm to comply with the current curfew commencing April 3, 2020.  

 

MPs, parliamentary staff, the press, and visitors are required to wear face masks 
and have their body temperatures checked before entering the parliamentary buildings as 
well as maintain their personal hygiene while inside the parliament. Thermal scanners, 
infrared thermometers and UV disinfection tunnels have been set up at all entrances for 
this purpose. A special medical team is tasked with monitoring this screening process and 
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will promptly send anyone with high body temperature to the COVID-19 specialized 
hospitals for further examination. All tours of the parliamentary buildings and other non-
essential visits are temporarily suspended, while Thai citizens who come for petitions are still 
welcomed. Furthermore, the smartphone-based special application was introduced to help 
track people in and out of the parliamentary buildings. QR codes are posted at all entrances 
to ensure that all visitors follow this procedure properly. 

 

Many sensitive areas in the parliamentary buildings such as elevators, escalators, 
toilets, and cafeteria, as well as furniture and equipment are kept cleaned and sanitized by 
alcohol-based spray or disinfecting wipes twice a day. Hand sanitizers are also provided at 
various locations inside the parliamentary buildings.  

 

3. Legislative actions in response to COVID-19 
 

 On June 2, 2020, the National Assembly endorsed three Emergency Decrees to 
alleviate the impact of the COVID-19 crisis, allowing relevant authorities to provide special 
allowance to those affected by the pandemic, stabilizing the financial system, and 
rehabilitating the economy. The House of Representatives is also discussing on forming an 
ad-hoc committee to oversee the COVID-19 recovery programs by the Government. 
 

 Another Emergency Decree on electronic meetings was also approved by the 
National Assembly recently, enabling both the public and private sector to convene board 
meetings or shareholders meetings using digital medias. In addition to this, the House of 
Representatives is currently in the process of amending its own regulations to provide legal 
basis for online meetings.  
 

4. The current situation in Thailand 
 

 According to the relief of the outbreak situation of COVID-19 in Thailand which 
makes the Global COVID-19 Index (GCI) has ranked Thailand to be the second in the Global 
COVID-19 recovery and the first in Asia by the same index. The government has lifted the 
curfew measure under a national state of emergency since June 15, 2020, to allow 11 more 
businesses and leisure activities to resume its businesses run throughout the country. 
However, the vulnerable businesses, such as, internet and game cafes, some massage 
parlours, fighting arenas, and the like are remain closed aiming for preventing the aggregation 
of the crowd and protecting the second wave of the pandemic resurrection.   
 

 Nonetheless, Thailand’s borders still remain closed by land, sea, and air with the 
international flight ban scheduled for review at the end of June. 
 

     



 
 
 

 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation and Measures in Thailand  
 

 

As of June 26, 2020 
 
 

1. Establishment of the Centre for the Administration of the Situation due to the 
 Outbreak of the Communicable Disease Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) 
 

  Whereas there was an outbreak of the communicable disease Coronavirus 2019 
or COVID-19 which was a highly contagious disease and was very dangerous to the lives of 
those who had been infected, combined with the fact that at that moment there was no 
vaccine nor medicine; consequently there had been a worldwide escalation in the number 
of infected persons and deaths from this disease. As a result, the World Health Organization 
announced that the outbreak of the communicable disease Coronavirus 2019 was a 
pandemic and has requested countries in ASEAN to enforce more stringent measures. The 
said pandemic was therefore a situation that threatened public order and the safety of the 
people which necessitated stringent and urgent measures to prevent the widespread 
transmission of the disease. There had also been the hoarding of goods which were 
necessary for the monitoring and control of the outbreak, the prevention and treatment of 
the disease, as well as the hoarding of consumer goods and essentials necessary for the daily 
life of the people, which must be prevented so as not to create shortages resulting in the 
aggravation of the distress of the people. It was therefore necessary to adopt urgent 
measures to protect the people’s safety and peaceful living of the people. Therefore, the 
Royal Thai Government had declared an Emergency Situation in all areas of the Kingdom of 
Thailand on 25th March 2020. That Order had been taken effect from 26th March – 30th April 
2020. And on 25th March 2020, the Government had issued to set up the Centre for the 
Administration of the Situation due to the Outbreak of the Communicable Disease 
Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) referring to as the “Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration 
(CCSA)” which had the following duties and powers: 
  (1) to perform duties in accordance with the Emergency Decree on Public 
Administration in Emergency Situations B.E. 2548 (2005) and to carry out those duties to 
resolve the emergency situation; 
  (2) to procure and manage surgical masks and hand sanitiser gel to distribute to 
the public and medical personnel through distribution or sale; 
  (3) to arrange the structure of the organisation appropriate for the performance 
of its duties and establish an agency or operations centre to be the operational organisation, 
as deemed appropriate; 
  (4) to conduct public relations and disseminate accurate and factual information 
and news in order to enhance good understanding between the government and the public, 
including any related psychological operations; 
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  (5) to organise manpower of police officers, military officers and civil servants to 
implement plans to maintain the security of various important persons and places, as well as 
to coordinate with the relevant government or state agencies responsible for those places, 
to protect themselves according to their abilities, as a first priority; 
  (6) to organise an operations unit from police officers, military officers and civil 
servants in order to suppress incidents in cases that lead to the incitement of unrest or to 
assist in alleviating the people’s distress related to the emergency situation; 
  (7) to assign the relevant government and state agencies to give support that is 
related to personnel, budget, materials and hardware, vehicles and other tools and 
equipment to remedy the emergency situation; 
  (8) to call upon the relevant government and state agencies, government officials 
or government officers to attend meetings, give briefings, provide information, provide 
documents or carry out any other tasks as deemed appropriate; and 
  (9) to carry out other tasks assigned by the Prime Minister or the Council of Ministers; and 

   (10) that Order had been taken effect from 26th March 2020.  
 

 Additionally, the consequence of that declaration was that the government had 
further channels of control and management of the situation pursuant to the law. For 
example, there would be a temporary transfer of a number of Ministerial powers under 
certain laws to the Prime Minister as far as it was necessary, for expediency and integrated 
management. Regulations should be issued in the form of certain prohibitions and guidelines 
such as prohibitions from entering or leaving certain areas, prohibitions or limitations from 
entering or departing the Kingdom and the movement of large numbers of people across 
various areas, the control of the use of vehicles, transportation routes and the control of 
goods and medical supplies.     

2. COVID-19 Measures in Thailand 
  The measures undertaken by Thailand are in line with the WHO International 
Health Regulations 2005 and focus on comprehensively addressing the outbreak through 
upstream, midstream and downstream measures.   
  On upstream measures, we focused on travel controls and the screening of 
those entering the country at airports and border checkpoints on land and by sea as well as 
natural border entry points as part of our preventive and precautionary efforts.  
  On midstream measures, the government launched a “Stay home, Stop the 
Disease, for the Nation” campaign, promoted social distancing, prepared state and local 
quarantine facilities for 14-day monitoring, used mobile applications to track and monitor 
quarantined individuals, closed high risk contagion areas,  disseminated accurate information 
in a transparent manner and countered fake news as well as promoted community 
engagement through the work of more than one million village-level public health 
volunteers who have provided advice and assistance directly to many households. We have 
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also suspended the celebration of Thai New Year or Songkran Festival and religious gatherings.        
  On downstream measures, the key here was to treat patients and alleviate the 
economic impacts of COVID-19. On 7th April 2020, the Government approved an economic 
stimulus package of over 1.9 trillion Baht (approximately USD 60 billion) or 10% of our 
national GDP to help people and businesses affected by COVID-19. This included the 
provision of income compensation for those who had had to stop working at that time, a 
reduction in utility fees as well as tax and financial measures to increase liquidity for 
businesses, especially MSMEs. Furthermore, the Government had supported proactive 
research into the development and procurement of medical equipment, a COVID-19 vaccine 
and supporting systems based on information technology.  
 On 7 April 2020, Cabinet approved the third phase of joint measures to alleviate 
the direct and indirect effects of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) on the Thai economy with 
details as follows: 
 1. Improvement and rehabilitation of the economy impacted by COVID-19: 
The Government had drafted a Royal Ordinance for the issuance of a line of credit not 
exceeding one Trillion baht. The loan thus issued would be used for the following purposes: 
  1.1 600 Billion baht for cash handouts for the individuals, farmers, and operators 
who are affected by COVID-19, as well as helping the medical and public health sectors. 
  1.2 400 Billion baht allocated to economy recovery measures, with the 
objective of: 1) increasing production and service capacity and quality in the major economic 
sectors of the country in order to create jobs and boost market promotion for products 
linked to tourism or other service sectors 2) creating basic development structure in 
communities in order to develop local products and boost the local economy 3) promoting 
and stimulating private and household consumption, as well as promoting and stimulating 
various private sector investments,  that will bring consumption and investment conditions 
back to normal levels. 
 2. Measures for economic and financial stability: Together, the Ministry of 
Finance and Bank of Thailand had set up guidelines for economic and financial stability 
during the COVID-19 emergency. Small- and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs), which 
comprise 80% of the country’s employers, were experiencing liquidity problems, which might 
result in termination of employment and defaulted loan payments. At the same time, 
fluctuation in the financial markets might prevent companies from redeeming debt securities 
that are due. This affected investors’ trust and reduces the efficiency of raising funds. 
Therefore, the Government had approved two Royal Ordinances as follows: 
  2.1 Provision of financial assistance to SMEs who are affected by the 
COVID-19 outbreak issuing soft loans up to THB 500 Billion. The Bank of Thailand was 
able to provide soft loans to commercial banks and specialized financial institutions at 0.01 
percent annual limit, with a budget of 500 Billion baht, to release new loans to SMEs with 
the same outstanding credit amount not exceeding 500 million baht. The SME must not be 
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in the international market nor have Non-Performing Loans (NPLs) as of 31 December 2019. 
SMEs would receive additional credit not exceeding 20% of the original loan amount (up to a 
maximum amount of THB 100 million) and the interest rate would not exceed 2% per 
annum. Additionally, creditworthy debtors would enjoy a six-month grace period on principal 
and interest payments for both the new loan as well as the pre-existing loan. 
  2.2 Establishment of the Corporate Bond Stabilization Fund: BSF. The Bank 
of Thailand would buy and sell investment units in said fund in order to promote market 
functioning. The fund would buy bonds to help increase the liquidity of high-quality 
companies, which had experienced a temporary liquidity shortage due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Companies could roll over shares and the Bank of Thailand could buy investment 
units of the fund not exceeding 400 Billion baht. In addition, the Bank of Thailand could buy 
and sell private equities in the secondary market in the event that it was necessary and 
urgent to maintain stability of the private equities and financial system markets.  
 3. Other aid measures, which included three measures as follows: 
  3.1 One-year extension of deposit protection for deposits not exceeding 5 
million baht to August 10, 2021 from August 10, 2020, in order to maintain economic stability 
and strengthen the financial system. 
  3.2 Low-interest credit measures for non-financial business operators (non-
banks) issued by the Government Savings Bank in order to help small debtors with credit 
loans, leasing, hire purchase, car and motor vehicle leasing and purchasing, as well as car title loans. 
  3.3 Temporary interbank lending rate cuts to 0.23% per annum from 0.46% 
per annum, so that financial institutions will incur lower costs, leading to the reduction of 
interest rates and help alleviate the burden on businesses and individuals. 
 There are measures of Thailand regarding the health security system as follows. 
 1. Multitasking village health volunteers: All over the country, 1,040,000 health 
volunteers are working in 75,032 villages near and far. They are mainly women who know 
their communities very well. These volunteers are working closely with health officials at all 
district and provincial levels. Furthermore, all 77 provinces have a communicable control 
disease unit. Precisely, this strong health system at all levels helps to mitigate the outbreak.  
 2. Deploying universal precaution: Thailand is the only country in Asean to have 
deployed the "universal precaution" in fighting against Covid-19. The public health officials 
urged everyone to wear a face mask at all times and take care of personal hygiene almost as 
soon as the first case was announced.  
 3. Resilient Thai public: Obviously, without public participation and cooperation, 
the outcome of anti-virus measures would be different. It must be noted that the Thais tend 
to follow guidelines from professional people, especially doctors.  
 4. Leadership quality: Government officials have given full credit to the government 
of Prime Minister Gen. Prayut Chan-o-cha for overall decisiveness. Others have entertained 
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different views. Provincial and local authorities have also displayed their unique capacities to 
manage the pandemic in their localities and communities.  
 5. Good timing for measures: Judging from the timelines of each ASEAN 
member's lockdown and quarantine system, Thailand has pursued the middle path, which 
was neither too stringent nor too loose. Even when the government declared the emergency 
on March 24, it was careful as the public at large were still suspicious of its real intentions.  
 6. Fact-based communication: On March 23, when the CCSA appointed a 
spokesperson, Dr. Taweesilp Visanuyothin, the whole dynamic of discourse on the pandemic 
situation changed dramatically. This charismatic spokesperson has been able to generate 
public trust in his daily briefings. His official but raw data has generated acute awareness of 
what must be done to prevent the spread of the virus. Dr. Taweesilp was able to 
communicate directly with the public and this resulted in growing awareness and 
subsequently translated into solid understanding and cooperation.  
 7. Thai Trials of COVID-19 Vaccine: The National Vaccine Institute plans the 
human tests of a coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccine when tests with monkey prove 
to be successful. The local vaccine production is expected to begin late next year.  The 
vaccine development resulted from the collaboration of many organizations including the 
National Vaccine Institute, the National Research Council of Thailand, Chulalongkorn 
University, BioNet-Asia Co, the National Science and Technology Development Agency, 
Mahidol University and the Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital. In addition, the vaccine 
production is expected to start locally late next year and BioNet-Asia has the production 
potential but will need to import some technology. Thailand was cooperating with University 
of Pennsylvania and China for the purpose. 
 

3. The Current Situation in Thailand 
 

 The Government has lifted the curfew measure under a national state of 
emergency since June 15, 2020, to allow 11 more businesses and leisure activities to resume 
its businesses run throughout the country. However, the vulnerable businesses, such as, 
internet and game cafes, some massage parlours, fighting arenas, and the like are remain 
closed aiming for preventing the aggregation of the crowd and protecting the second wave of 
the pandemic resurrection.  Nonetheless, Thailand’s borders still remain closed by land, sea, 
and air with the international flight ban scheduled for review at the end of June. 
 Furthermore, The Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) decided to 
extend the Emergency Decree enforced across Thailand until 30 June 2020.  
 On 25th June 2020, The CCSA reported one new coronavirus case detected in a 
Thai national returning from abroad, taking the country to 31 days without a local 
transmission. At the Present, The government has come up with a plan to open travel bubbles 
with several countries, a move crucial to restoring international links to boost the economy. 
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